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MOHINDER AND MARIA’S INVITATION TOUR TO INDIA
Pura Vida Global Travel in Partnership with Banyan Tours
CELEBRATING THE COLORS OF INDIA –THE FESTIVAL OF HOLI
04 March 2023 to 15 March 2023
DELHI/AGRA/JAIPUR/UDAIPUR/JODHPUR/DELHI
HIGHLIGHTS

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Celebrating the Festival of Holi at a private home
Private Yoga
Private visits to palaces and forts
Private blessing at a temple
Visiting master craftspeople
Curated walks through walled cities
Private viewings of Rajasthani arts
Daily breakfast and Lunch and 7 dinners
Day
Sat

Date
04
Mar

City
Delhi

Sun

05
Mar

Delhi

Description
Arrive in Delhi. You are met as you exit the aircraft and you are
assisted with immigration and custom formalities. You are then
transferred to your hotel.
For those who would like to start the day with Yoga, we will have
a private session available at a rooftop venue. You have the
morning at leisure to settle in and relax after your flight. We
will meet for Brunch at the Three Sixty Restaurant and meet our
tour escort who will brief us on the trip.
This afternoon Sightseeing will include Humayun’s Tomb,
believed to be a precursor for the Taj Mahal and later walk in
the lovely Sundar Gardens. You will end at the Gurudwara
Bangla Sahib, the temple of the youngest religion in India –a
religion that was founded on the basis of philanthropy. Here
the key attraction is the community Kitchen where everyone
regardless of their station in life will come and volunteer. The
kitchen feeds over 10,000 people in a day from pilgrims, to
families, and to the needy.
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Hotel
The
Oberoi
The
Oberoi

Tonight you will have a welcome dinner at the Omni, Indian
specialist restaurant at the Oberoi.
Mon 06
Mar

Agra

Tue

07
Mar

Jaipur

Wed 08
Mar

Jaipur

You check out of the hotel at 9:30 AM.
Today you visit the Old City – vibrant, chaotic and colorful- with
textiles, bangles, spices, silver and gold jewelery and wedding
accessories spilling out of shops onto the roads. Its hard to
imagine there is some order in this chaos – but each street is
dedicated to a particular item. You will travel these streets in
cycle rickshaws and will walk through the spice market. You
have lunch at a rooftop restaurant in the Old City before you
depart by road for Agra, the drive taking four hours. Tonight
dinner is included but you have the option of dining privately in
your room or at the any of the restaurants at the hotel.
Rising early you will visit the Taj Mahal at sunrise. After
breakfast you visit the Agra Fort and you continue to Jaipur. The
drive will take four and a half hours and we will provide a packed
lunch for the drive. The drive will take four hours. This evening
we will have a table booked for you at the Surya Mahal
restaurant at the hotel
Today is the festival of Holi. We will start the day with a private
blessing in the temple on the property before we set off for our
celebrations.

Oberoi
Amarvilas

Rajmahal
Palace

Rajmahal
Palace

Holi or the “festival of colors” is a 2 day festival which
represents, the abundance of spring. According to Hindu
mythology, it also signifies the victory of good over evil, and is
named after “Holika”. As part of celebrations on this day people
throw colored powder and water on each other, enjoy parties
and dance under water sprinklers. It is a very care free festival.
You will spend it with a local family or you can choose to spend
a quiet day in the hotel.

Thu

09
Mar

Jaipur

The rest of the day is at leisure. Dinner is independent and if
you would like to dine outside the hotel, transport will be
available and we are happy to help with reservations.
You have the option of starting the day with private yoga at the Rajmahal
poolside.
Palace
In the morning you will tour the Fort Palace at Amber. From
the Fort you begin a walk through the narrow alleys of the
settlements that surround the fort. You will explore these lanes,
stopping a tea shops making local snacks, a beautifully carved
temple, and a traditional stepwell will feature among the sites
along the way. You will have lunch at the 1135 AD restaurant at
the Fort.
.
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We have a private champagne tour of the City Palace and rest of
the afternoon is free to shop for Jaipur’s textiles, gems, pottery
and lifestyle items.

Fri

10
Mar

Udaipur

Sat

11
Mar

Udaipur

Sun

12
Mar

Mon 13
Mar

Tue

14
Mar
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We will regroup at 7 PM for cocktails and dinner at a private
Haveli (mansion). Before dinner we will watch a private
performance of the classical dance – Kathak.
You transfer to the airport today and you will depart for Udaipur. Lake
On arrival you are met and you will transfer to your hotel by Palace
boat. Lunch is independent today and you will meet in the lobby
at 2 PM for a walking tour of the Old City. It is a fun afternoon
of walking, shopping and seeing a rare and exclusive art form –
Jal Sanjhi. Dinner tonight is independent, and if you would like
to dine outside the hotel, transport will be available and we will
be happy to help with reservation.
You have a private yoga session today at a venue overlooking Lake
the lake.
Palace

You start today at the City Palace, considered by many to be the
finest in terms of art. After lunch at a rooftop restaurant with
superb views of the Lake, you return to the hotel for an
afternoon at leisure to enjoy the hotel and the views. This
evening you will have dinner at a private venue at the hotel.
Jodhpur Private Yoga to start the day.
Raas
You will depart today at 9:00 AM. Your journey to Jodhpur
takes you first to one of the architectural gems in the region –
The white marble temples of Ranakpur. You stop for lunch at
Mountbatten Lodge before continuing to the desert town of
Jodhpur.
Jodhpur Private yoga on the lawns.

Raas

In the morning you begin walk today starting at the foot of the
fort and circling through the heart of the blue city and old town
a wonderful introduction to India’s past and present existing
within the same space. You will end at your hotel. The
afternoon is at leisure and you may want to explore the
boutiques at Stepwell Square just outside your hotel.
This evening you have a private visit to the Fort led by the
curator. Dinner will be at a restaurant within the fort with
amazing views of the floodlit ramparts.
Jodhpur Departing at 9:00 AM you will drive out today toward the area Raas
of Barmer to a remote Bishnoi Tribal village which is far from
the tourist trail. Dotted amongst these tribal settlements are
crafts people who embroider shoes, and weavers who make a

rare textile known as “Gundha”. You will tour with the local
“Thakur”, the equivalent of the village head, and later you will
have lunch with him and his wife, a very erudite couple who will
share with you the history and traditions of the tribe and the
area.

Wed 15
Mar

Delhi

You bring the curtain down on your Indian journey with a
colorful evening of music and dance which brings together the
vibrant culture of Rajasthan.
You have our last session of private yoga today before you start Oberoi
your long journey home. The morning is at leisure for last Gurgaon
minute shopping and packing. You return to Delhi today and on
arrival you will transfer to the Oberoi Gurgaon until your later
transfer to the international airport

04 March, Saturday
Arrive Delhi. You are met as
you exit the aircraft and you
are assisted with immigration
and collecting your baggage.
You are transferred to your
hotel.

DELHI
The capital of India, Delhi is home to 16 million people, making it the third largest city in India.
The strategic location of the city made it an attractive location for invading armies, and it served
as the capital for many great empires that ruled India. Many of these Empires built significant
monuments, and whilst the Mughal and the British are the most visible, while driving through
the city you will see ruins from previous capitals, the earliest dating back to the 12th century.
Hotel
Room
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The Oberoi
Premier Plus Room

05 March, Sunday
Delhi
For those who would like to start the day with yoga, your tour manager will be available to lead
a private session at a rooftop venue at the hotel. The morning is at leisure to settle in and relax
after your flight. You will meet for brunch at the Three Sixty Restaurant and for those who have
not met your tour manager will be introduced to him and he brief you on your tour.
This afternoon you visit the spectacular
Humayun’s Tomb. One of the earliest
examples of a Mughal Garden Tomb,
this mausoleum was designed by a
Persian architect, and provided the
prototype for future tombs, including
the Taj Mahal. Recently taken over by
the Agha Khan Trust, the gardens have
been restored to their former glory, and
the tomb and surrounding monuments
restored.
You walk in the lovely Sundar Gardens – the historic gardens which have recently been restored.
Replete with beautiful pavilions, fountains and water bodies, the lawns are a popular spot for
family picnics.
ter you will visit the Gurudwara Bangla Sahib,
the temple of the Sikhs. Their turbans and
beards make the men easily identifiable with
the sect. Sikhism developed as an antithesis
to the caste ridden and ritualistic forms of
Hinduism and developed as a simple religion
whose foundation was “sewa” – socially
responsibility irrespective of a person’s social
standing. Thus every Sikh Temple has the
famous community kitchen, where it is
considered a privilege to assist cooking the
food and serving a simple meal to pilgrim and
visitors.
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You have an early dinner at Omni, the hotels Indian speciality restaurant and the Chef will have
prepared a light and fresh tasting menu as an introduction to the some of the cuisine of India.
Hotel
Room
Meals

The Oberoi
Premier Plus Room
Breakfast, Brunch, Dinner

06 March, Monday
Delhi/Agra
You check out of the hotel in the
morning and today you visit the Old
City which is a part of a 17th
century planned city, now known as
Old Delhi or Shahjahanabad, built
by the Mughal emperor Shah Jahan.
This was one of the world’s largest
cities.
Today Old Delhi, though
cluttered and neglected, is an
extraordinary area to explore. You
will stop at the Jama Masjid or the
Friday Mosque believed to be the largest mosque in India and dominates the skyline of the old
city.
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You will explore the Old City
starting on a walking tour
from the Red Fort to the
Fatehpur Mosque. This is one
of Delhi’s oldest markets, and
now with the area of free of
traffic you can stroll through
the wide boulevard and get a
feel of the market n the
morning you visit the Old City
is a part of a 17th century
planned city, now known as
Old Delhi or Shahjahanabad,
built by the Mughal emperor
Shah Jahan. You will get into cycle rickshaws and travel through the narrow lanes, each side a
riot of colors as bangles, textiles, silver, jewelry, spices and wedding accessories spill out of
shops. Imagine this as a rather chaotic department store, each lane dedicated to an item.
After a lunch featuring some of the best Street Food of the area – but served in very hygienic
conditions, you will continue to Agra, the drive taking four and a half hours.
AGRA
This was the seat of the mighty Mughal Empire before it shifted its capital to Delhi, and it is home
to some of their most inspired architectural creations including the Taj Mahal. In the 16th and 17th
century, the Mughal Courts were at their most powerful, and were great patron of the arts, and
Agra attracted artisans, poets and musicians from across India as well as Persia and Central Asia,
transforming Agra into a cultural and architectural paradise.
This evening you will have cocktails on the terrace of the hotel and watch sunset over the Taj
Mahal.
Hotel
Room
Meals
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Oberoi Amarvilas
Premier room with private balcony
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

07 March, Tuesday
Agra/Jaipur
This morning you visit the Taj Mahal
when it is at least crowded. This
monument was built by Shah Jahan
for his wife Mumtaz Mahal. It took 22
years to build this sublime garden
tomb, an image of the Islamic garden
of paradise. Its perfect proportions
and exquisite craftsmanship was the
work of artisans from both India and
overseas. The Taj Mahal represents
the wealth and luxury of Mughal art
and architecture.

After breakfast you visit the Agra Fort. This imposing red
sandstone citadel, which predates the Taj Mahal, was begun as a
defensive fort, but completed as an elegant fort palace,
highlighting the Mughal talent for blending art and architecture.
The complex houses robust barracks and courtly and elegant
palaces, pleasure gardens, and galleries. It offers a stunning view
of the Taj Mahal from across the river.
You continue to Jaipur carrying a packed lunch for the drive.

JAIPUR
A labyrinth of fascinating bazaars, opulent palaces and a futuristic observatory, Jaipur was the
inspiration of the ruler Sawai Jai Singh, who moved the capital from Amber in 1727. Jaipur was
designed by a young architect from Bengal and together they planned a city along the ancient
Hindu treatise of “Shilpa Shastra”, a science similar to the better known Feng Shui. Jaipur is laid
out in a geometric grid of streets and squares making it one of the earliest planned cities in India.
In honor of the visit of the Prince Edward, then the Prince of Wales, the City was painted a rich
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terracotta, a tradition which has continued through the years. This is the reason why Jaipur is
often called the “pink city”. Today it serves as the State capital for Rajasthan.
In the evening we will book a table for you at the Surya Mahal Restaurant at the hotel.
Hotel
Room
Meals

Rajmahal Palace
Palace
Breakfast, boxed Lunch, Dinner

08 March, Wednesday
Jaipur
Today is the festival of
Holi. We will start the
day with a private
blessing in the temple
on the property before
we set off for our
celebrations.

Holi
signifies
the
coming of spring as well
as the triumph of good over evil. As part of celebrations on this day people throw colored
powder and water on each other, enjoy parties and dance under water sprinklers. It is a very care
free festival. You have the option of celebrating with a local family. We will provide with outfits
to wear for the festival. You will have a traditional Holi lunch and return to the hotel.
The rest of the day is at leisure. Dinner is independent and if you would like to dine outside the
hotel, transport will be available and we are happy to help with reservations.
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Hotel
Room
Meals

Rajmahal Palace
Palace
Breakfast, Lunch

09 March, Thursday
Jaipur
You have the option of starting the day with private yoga at
the poolside and later in the morning you visit the stunning
Amber Fort. The Rajputs built their Forts on high hills and
ridges giving them a 360 degree view of the surrounding area
and protecting them from invading armies. Most of the forts
they built were built as a defensive structure but included
pleasure palaces, rich in art and architectural
features. Amber is perhaps among the finest of all the fort
palaces, and reflected the opulence and elegance of the
nearby Mughal courts.
You will have lunch at the restaurant at the Fort which offers
spectacular views of the surrounding ruins and forested
valleys.

After lunch you tour of Jaipur city
starts with a stop at the Hawa
Mahal, the ornate pink façade an
icon of the city. This five story high
“screen” composed of projected
windows and balconies protected
by fine latticed screens was
destined to enable the ladies of
the harem to observe the lively
street scenes of the city from a
position of privacy.
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You will continue to the sprawling
City Palace which, painted pink in
keeping with the color theme of the
old city, is a blend of predominately
Rajput and Mughal styles of
architecture.
You have a private tour of the
ceremonial rooms of the palace
which will include the stunning
mirror room and the rich gold and
red room which were used to
entertain visitors.
You continue
through the wedge wood blue balcony where the queens spent the monsoon ending in the grand
drawing room which even today is used by the former royal family to entertain royalty and VIP
visitors from around the world.
The rest of the day is at leisure to enjoy the spa and pool or you can go shopping for Jaipur’s
many treasures ranging from textiles, gems, pottery and embroidered shoes and accessories.

This evening you will have a gala dinner at a private
haveli in the city. You will be welcomed with a shower
or rose petals and garlands and the vibrant dances of
Rajasthan, before sitting down to a table decorated with
crystal and flowers and you will be served a silver plated
traditional dinner.

Hotel
Room
Meals
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Rajmahal Palace
Palace
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

10 March, Friday
Jaipur/Udaipur
You
will
transfer
to
theairport today and you will
depart for the charming city
of Udaipur. On arrival you
transfer to the jetty and take
a boat across Lake Pichola to
your hotel.

UDAIPUR
It is said that the ghost of Udaipur looks towards Chittorgarh, for it was after the tragic fall of that
fort, that Udaipur, a fairy tale city of marble palaces and lakes came into existence. The City was
founded by Maharana Udai Singh in 1559 and became the capital of the region of Mewar. The
rulers of Mewar, the Sisodia Rajputs trace their dynasty to AD 566 and believe they are the
defenders of Rajput honor. Unlike other Rajput royal families, this was a fiercely independent
clan who refused to enter into matrimonial alliances with the Mughals or military alliances with
the British. The city is dominated by the massive City Palace which overlooks the lovely Lake
Pichola with its romantic island palaces.
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After lunch you enter the
old city with your guide.
Sharing space with cows,
elephants, people, and the
walk through the winding
lanes is an interesting
insight into lifestyles in
what is referred to as
“small town India”. Shops
selling a variety of items,
unexpected
folk
art
decorating the walls of
houses
and
small
architectural gems like a
latticed
work
Haveli
window.
You will also see a rare ritual art in a
small temple dedicated to the Indian
deity Krishna – Jal Sanjhi or the “art of
drawing on water”. A popular religious
ritual performed at temples dedicated
to Krishna, this is the art of drawing
iconic images on water using colored
powder. This is a dying skill and at the
small Krishna temple in the old city you
will watch one the last few practitioners
of this art create a picture. It takes five
hours to complete a picture and you will
arrive in time to see him completing a “canvas.
Dinner tonight is independent, and if you would like to dine outside the hotel, transport will be
available and we will be happy to help with reservations.
Hotel
Room
Meals
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Lake Palace
Palace
Breakfast, Lunch

11 March, Saturday
Udaipur
In the morning you visit the
City Palace. The detailed art
and workmanship is a tribute
to the skills of local artisans
and craftspeople. Built as a
stepped palace encompassing
a hill, the four palaces
illustrate various architectural
styles, reflecting prevailing
influences, mostly Mughal
and Rajput. In keeping with
the claim of the royal family
that they are “Surya vansh” – descendents of the Sun, the whole structure faces east, and a
stunning bejeweled image of the sun greets you at the entrance. Also of interest here is the
remarkable collection of Rajput miniature paintings and the Sliver Gallery with its collection of
the family silver including a wedding pavilion.
You will have a light lunch in a café in the old city with views over the Lake. The afternoon is at
leisure and this evening you have dinner at a private venue at the hotel.
Hotel
Room
Meals
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Lake Palace
Palace
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

12 March, Sunday
Udaipur/Jodhpur
You will drive to Jodhpur today
stopping at the richly carved
marble temples at Ranakpur.
Belonging to the Jain religious sect,
who are best known for their skills
at commerce and trading, the
temple is unique in that each of its
1144 pillars are distinct in their
design. The temple is a living one,
with devotees visiting the many
shrines to perform rituals, chant
and meditate.
You will stop at Mountbatten Lodge for lunch before continuing to Jodhpur. Part of the route
travels across the Aravalli Hills, the oldest mountain range in the world. Along the way you will
see a very traditional way of life still being practiced. Small hamlets, fields being irrigated using
a Persian water wheel; outdoor schools and sartorially colorful ladies working in the fields. You
will find yourself stopping often to take a photograph.
JODHPUR
The Kingdom of Jodhpur was established by the powerful Rathor clan who claim ancestry as far
back as 470 AD. In the mid 15th century, Rao Jodha, the ruler of Marwar, abandoned his old
capital and built a new fort on the rocky cliffs of what is now Jodhpur. According to legend, in
the process of building the fort, he displaced a hermit who was meditating on the site. The hermit
placed a curse on the descendents of Rao Jodha saying they would be plagued by famine every
year. This is the reason the locals claim that the area has drought every three or four years. The
gigantic Umaid Bhavan Palace was built as a result of a project initiated by the Royal family during
a famine to provide employment.
Hotel
Room
Meals
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Raas
Luxury
Breakfast, Lunch

13 March, Monday
Jodhpur
Your tour manager will lead the yoga
today at roof top venue overlooking
the the magnificent Meherangarh
Fort.
In the morning you take a
fascinating two hour walk starting at
the foot of the fort and meandering
its way through the Blue City, where
history and present day life continue
in the same space. It is a fascinating
and leisurely insight into local life.
The walk takes you past lovely architectural features, shrines, small craft workshops and
examples of folk art. This is a part of Jodhpur which is largely untouched and retains its
atmosphere as a stop on the trade route through the desert.

In the afternoon, you will visit the Fort, which
dominates the skyline of Jodhpur. Of all the
forts in Rajasthan, very few compare to majesty
of the Meherangarh Fort. The zenana is
decorated with exquisite sandstone filigree
work. Within the fort is the museum which
among its varied exhibits has an excellent
collection of royal palanquins and the howdah
section which has perhaps the finest collection
of old ornate elephant howdahs in the world.
You will have a private champagne tour of the
fort led by the curator and will dine at the fort restaurant overlooking the floodlit ramparts of the
fort.
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Hotel
Room
Meals

Raas
Luxury
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

14 March, Tuesday
Jodhpur
The Safari to the desert is designed to
give you an authentic rural experience
to an area that is completely oblivious
to tourism and commercialization. It
gives you the opportunity to see the
daily struggles and the joys of the
hardy yet very welcoming people of
the desert. The highlight will be the
Bishnoi tribe who are regarded as the
first environment conservationists of
the world, and have been preserving
the flora and fauna for the past 550
years as a sacred tenet of their religion. Their efforts are evident in the large number of wild
animals that can be seen during this Safari including the rare black bucks, chinkara deer, blue
bulls, desert fox and peacocks etc.
You will also see the thriving cottage
industry in a region where skills of the
hands earned more than farming this
inhospitable land.
You will see
craftspeople many rugs, embroidered
jootis (camel leather shoes), wooden toys
and pottery. You stop at small “Dhani’s”
or settlements that dot the region of
Marwar.
You will tour with the local “Thakur” the
equivalent of the village head, and later
you will have lunch with him and his wife, a very erudite couple who will share with you the
history and traditions of the tribe and the area.
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This evening you have a grand farewell
party at a special venue which will be
decorated with flowers and lamps. The
colors of Rajasthan will be on show and
you will be entertained by music and
dance and will have a silver plated dinner
showcasing the best of the regions
cuisine.

Hotel
Room
Meals

Raas
Luxury
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

15 March, Wednesday
Jodhpur/Delhi
You have our last session
of private yoga today
before you start your long
journey home.
The
morning is at leisure for
last minute shopping and
packing. You return to
Delhi today and on arrival
you will transfer to the
Oberoi Gurgaon until your
later transfer to the
international airport.
Meals:
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Breakfast

